
Are You Ready? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Installation-Specific (Tailorable) Briefing
Designed to be customized for each installation.
Includes interactive exercises.
Can be presented as a follow-up to the Ready Army video.
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Emergencies happen. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emergencies happen every day, all around the world.

In the United States, losses from flooding average more than 2.4 billion dollars a year.

Home fires cause thousands of deaths and injuries.

Hurricane Katrina stranded 60,000 people and destroyed 300,000 homes. (Recent reports from Hurricane Ike declare 86 killed in the United States alone.)

The threat of terrorism continues worldwide.

And emergencies can and do occur at Army facilities and in our local communities.

Though there will be emergency situations that can not be prevented, we can improve our resilience and readiness by preparing in advance. During this briefing we will consider potential hazards and highlight important and simple steps we can take to better prepare ourselves, our families and our Community.




3 

Natural hazards can happen here. 

Most likely in the Quad Cities area 

Flood 

Tornado 

Winter Storm 

Wind Storm 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In our area, we are most susceptible to these natural hazards.

Instructions
The icons on this page are placeholders.  You need to select the most applicable icons for your particular installation from this page and the next three pages. 
Replace [area around installation] with the common description for your local area (for example, “Tidewater area” or “Central Texas” or “Korean peninsula”).
Compile historical information on the most likely and also possible natural hazards in your area. For example: “The installation experienced severe flooding after Hurricane Katrina in 2005” or “Nearby wildfires caused the installation to be evacuated twice in the last 10 years.”
If there were no actual incidents in the past, just describe the installation area as susceptible to the listed hazards.
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Other hazards are possible. 
Dam Failure Earthquake Power Outage 

Chemical Nuclear Disease 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although less likely to occur, we face other possible natural hazards in this area.

Instructions
As for the previous slide, compile and explain any local hazards that could cause problems.
Note that although things like a power outage or a dam failure may not be “natural” hazards, they are often brought about by forces of nature.




5 

Not all dangers are acts of nature. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We can also be affected by industrial accidents, such as train derailments, chemical releases or a nuclear power plant emergency.

Increased mobility and travel can accelerate the spread of infectious diseases such as the flu.

Instructions
If there are any major hazardous materials industries or rail lines in the area, make note of their proximity to the installation and housing areas.
If there are any recent epidemics in the news, use them as an example (pandemic influenza, Mumps, Mad Cow Disease, West Nile Virus, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, etc.).
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What is RIA protecting from? 
CBRNE 

• WMD Chemicals 
• Biological  
• Radiological 
• Nuclear 
• High Yield Explosives   

 

• Active Shooter 
• Epidemic/Pandemic 
• Hazardous Materials Release 
• Severe Storms 
• Small Unit Attacks 
• Information System Failure 
 

•Civil Disturbances 
• Flooding 
 



7 

The threat of terrorism continues. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And, in this era of persistent conflict, the threat of terrorism continues.

We must be constantly on alert for the use of explosive devices, biological and chemical attacks and even radiation dispersion devices. 
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You must be prepared. 

It is your duty to be prepared. You are encouraged to 
prepare for and respond to emergency situations… 

…to protect yourself, 
your Family, 
neighbors, and  
visitors to this 
installation. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the variety of hazards that may affect us, being prepared for emergencies is not just a good idea, it may be vital to your safety and recovery.

When disaster strikes, emergency responders address the most critical needs first and may not even be able to get to an area until it is deemed safe. While they work on behalf of the entire community, it’s your responsibility to ensure your family’s well-being during times of crisis.
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You must be ready. 

Flood 
Winter Storm 

Disease Outbreak 
May have time to 

prepare or evacuate 

Tornado 
Chemical Spill 
Terrorist Strike 

Could have little 
time to respond 

Unless you are prepared for an emergency, 
your family could be without food, water, 
and even medicine, for a number of days. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are significant differences among potential hazards, which will affect the decisions you make and the actions you take.

In some emergencies—like a floods, winter storms or disease outbreak —you may have time to prepare or evacuate.

Other dangers, like a tornado, chemical spill or terrorist strike can leave you little time to respond.

But while you may have little time to react, by thinking ahead you’ll put yourself in the strongest position possible if an event should occur.

Remember, unless you are prepared for an emergency, your family could be without food, water, shelter and even medicine for a number of days.
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Follow these steps to be ready. 

Get a kit 

Make a plan 

Be informed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While there are a variety of hazards that may occur, preparing for these situations have many common factors. We’re going to go over the three main steps to prepare for all hazards.
  
- Get a kit,

- Make a plan, and

- Be informed.

We’ll talk about general actions as well as specific procedures for this installation and local community.

Feel free to ask questions about any part.
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Interactive Exercise 

Get A Kit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s talk about emergency kits.  We’ll see how prepared everybody is.
Now don’t be embarrassed or anxious – everybody will get a chance to raise their hands.
Here we go – raise your hand if you or your family have
separate emergency kits for your home, your office and your car
an emergency kit at home that you can take with you if you have to evacuate
a designated kit of emergency supplies at home that you check periodically
emergency supplies at home – kind of scattered around in drawers or cabinets
last one – raise your hand if you know what kinds of things go in an emergency kit.
O.K., I’m going to call on people with their hands up. Keep them up as long as you have something to add that hasn’t been named yet.
If possible, write the items list on an easel pad or white board.
Tell people where they can get lists (handout after meeting, www.ready.army.mil, Ready.gov Web site, etc.)
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Get a kit. 
• Build a basic home emergency kit 

– Food, water and medical supplies 
– Flashlight, radio and batteries 
– Maps, plans, cash and personal documents 
– Understand how to use the kit 

• Make portable emergency kits 
– For vehicle and workplace 

• Update kits periodically 
– Rotate supplies 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To prepare your family for an emergency, get one or more emergency kits that include enough supplies for at least three days.

Every member of your family should know where the kit is located and be able to access it easily. Consider the most likely scenarios to affect your location when you decide where to store your kit (up high in flood prone areas, etc.)

Keep a kit prepared at home, and consider having kits in your car and at work. You do not know when an emergency will occur so you do not know that you will be at home when it happens.

Emergency kits should be evaluated regularly to ensure they will be valid at the time of the emergency. Remember to update supplies periodically as medications and food expire and remember to store water in a safe container, replacing it every 3 to 6 months (at the latest). Maintaining your emergency kit is like checking through your fridge or pantry for expiration dates or taking care of your car. Make it a habit and you’ll find it’s quick and easy to do.
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Interactive Exercise 

Make a Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What kinds of emergencies do you think you and your family need to plan for in this area?
Seek examples from the audience, ask clarifying questions if needed.
Planning  Practice #1
O.K., let’s work on just one of the things your plan will need to include. We said earlier that preparing for one hazard is much the same as preparing for another. Here’s an example. There’s a fire in the middle of the night and you need to know that everyone got out safely.  Where should everyone meet?
Let them think about it and then ask what they came up with and why.
If you’re not all at home together, where are some of the places your family might be when an emergency strikes?
Seek examples from the audience.
If no one has brought up soldiers being on deployment – separated from their families when an emergency strikes at home – bring this up yourself.
Planning Practice #2
Your Soldier is deployed overseas when a disaster happens where the rest of the family is living.  Communication lines are knocked out and the family is evacuated.  Your plan should name someone outside the area as your common emergency contact where you can leave messages.  Who would that be?
Let them think about it and then call on some people to share their decision. Remember to educate the audience about the Army Disaster Personnel Accountability and Assessment System. Distribute ADPAAS fact sheets now or highlight the information in the Ready Army brochure, booklets and calendar.
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Make a plan. 

At Home: 
• Discuss how you will respond to various types of 

emergencies. 
• Develop a family communications procedure. 
• Practice at least twice a year. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the most important tools you and you family can have to protect yourself is a family preparedness plan. 

Everyone should understand what to do, where to go and what to take in the event of an emergency.

-- A family emergency plan covers shelter and evacuation options.
- A family communication plan helps you get in touch if you are separated.

Your family may not be together when a disaster strikes, so plan how to contact one another and where you will meet if possible. Connecting after an event, even if you can not do so in person, will reassure everyone and help you move forwards.

Make emergency contact cards for everyone in the family.  Include important personal information, out of town contacts, and medical conditions, as well as your Command Information. Keep information current.
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Make a plan. 

At Work: 
• RIA Emergency Guide. 
• Develop building/organization 

specific emergency 
procedures. 

• Develop an internal 
communications procedure. 

• Practice at least twice a year. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On installation we have developed the Rock Island Arsenal Emergency Guide. 

Everyone should understand what to do, where to go and what to take in the event of an emergency.

-- A building/organization specific emergency plan should cover all tabs in the RIA Emergency Guide especially shelter and evacuation options.
- An internal communication plan helps everyone receive the word and take the appropriate action.

Your organization not be in one place when a disaster strikes, so plan how to contact one another and where you will rally if the need arises. Connecting after an event, even if you can not do so in person, will confirm accountability and help the organization recover faster and continue the mission.

Make emergency contact cards for everyone in the office, as well as your Command Information. Keep information current.
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Sheltering. 

 Severe Weather           

BECs and BMWs will verify that 
routes of egress from the building are 
safe and then release personnel.    
 

One Siren- One Meaning 
(Go inside seek shelter and 
information)  

 Repeated periodically throughout the 
threat 

 

• Tornadoes  
• Severe Thunderstorms  
• Local Life-Threatening Events  

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quad City Area Warning Siren Guidelines
Tornadoes 
Tornado Warnings 
Tornado or funnel cloud is reported by a trained spotter 
Severe Thunderstorms (can produce straight-line winds and down bursts)
Severe Thunderstorm warning with winds of 70+ mph and/or golf ball+ sized hail 
Severe Thunderstorm report from a trained spotter with winds of 70+ mph and/or golf ball+ sized hail 
Local Life-Threatening Events 
Hazmat Incidents
Terrorism 
Nuclear Emergency 
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Sheltering. 

• Hazmat Release: Shelter-in-Place (SIP) 
  
 

Do not  leave the 
shelter until 
directed to do so 
by your BMW, 
FAMW or 
emergency 
response 
personnel. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In some cases, you might decide (or be directed) to “shelter-in-place,” staying where you are in your home, your office, your school or even your car. Shelter-in-place may involve sealing openings around windows and doors or just staying inside.

SIP is a short term protective action used to decrease exposure of personnel to outdoor airborne hazards when evacuation is not practical or possible. 
 
SIP orders will include the appropriate response for the hazard.  (SIP above ground level for chemical/bio or below ground level for radiological.)
 
SIP kits should include at a minimum:
A land line phone or cellular phone
A battery powered radio/NOAA Weather radio
Updated personnel roster
Plastic sheeting for windows, doors, vents and outlets
Duct tape
A sign to notify people that this is an occupied shelter.
 
Personal who use prescription medication should ensure they have at least a 48 hour supply.
 
A Shelter-in-Place order can be initiated verbally from the police, fire department, and a supervisor, FAMW, BMW or BEC or through the following MNS systems: 
Internal PA system (where available) 
Telephone Alert System
Computer Notification
 
Once a Shelter-in-Place order has been initiated proceed to your buildings designated shelter based on the information provided and take the following actions:
Stop all eating/drinking/smoking.
Shut down all air handling equipment if possible. (this includes A/C, heater, clothes dryers and fans.)
Shut and lock all exterior doors and windows and seal with plastic and duct tape.  
Seal all vents and outlets with plastic and duct tape.
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Decontamination. 

• Hazmat Releases may require personnel 
decontamination depending on the product. 

  
 Personnel who have 

been contaminated 
or may have been 
contaminated will be 
decontaminated and 
sent to local 
hospitals. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Removing your clothes as quickly as possible will eliminate 80-90% of the contamination. 
Because of this, decontamination will require personnel to disrobe. 
The MABAS 43 Haz-Mat team will provide decontamination for employees at the Rock Island Arsenal.  
Privacy will be a high priority but preservation of life is the highest priority.  
The Haz-Mat team will direct victims to remove their clothing and shower with the equipment they provide.  (privacy pannels will be provided depending on threat to life)
 The first decontamination you may go through will be a gross decontamination which is merely passing through a spray of water from a fire hose or something similar.  This will remove the bulk of the contamination. 
Some agents may require a solution while others may just be soap and water.  This will be administered using a decontamination vehicle or tent with shower heads and spray wands. 
Emergency officials will provide instructions on how to proceed.  
Once you are completed you will be evaluated to make sure the contamination has been removed and to see if you exhibit any symptoms of exposure.  
Once you are evaluated you will be sent to a hospital where they may decontaminate you more thoroughly depending on agent and check and treat you for any symptoms you may exhibit.
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Evacuation. 

The Senior Commander and/or Garrison Manager will 
approve evacuation of the installation based on threat. 
All organizations will be instructed to have their 
employees exit the island by sector, per a specified 
schedule and route in their privately owned vehicles 
(POV). Specified route will be relayed via command 
channels.  
 

In the event RIA was to evacuate, those without 
transportation will be asked to rally at specified 
points. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Senior Commander and/or Garrison Manager will approve evacuation of the installation based on threat. All organizations will be instructed to have their employees exit the island by sector, per a specified schedule and route in their privately owned vehicles (POV). Specified route will be relayed via command channels. 
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Active Shooter. 

• It happens… 
– Escape 
– Hideout 
– Take action 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Escape
Haven an exit route and plan in mind
Leave your belongings behind
Keep your hands visible
Hideout
Hide in an area out of the shooter’s view
Lock doors if possible or block entry to your hiding place
Take action
As a last resort
Only when your life is in imminent danger
Attempt to incapacitate the shooter
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Disasters affect the entire region. 
• The lead response agency 

depends on your location and 
type of emergency. 

• Outside the fence, follow the 
directions of the authorities in 
charge 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember that disasters do not respect fence lines. Most emergencies that happen on RIA especially if it were hazardous materials may affect people both inside and outside the “fence.”  You should be prepared to follow the directions of the emergency authorities wherever you are.
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Be informed. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final step is one that continues everyday – be informed.

This is especially true when you change duty stations.  Take the time to get to know the hazards and the emergency procedures in your area and revise your family’s emergency plan as needed.
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Interactive Exercise 

Be Informed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Soldiers, Army Families, and workers at an installation can get information about emergencies from a variety of places.
(Go to the next slide)
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Information sources 

A. Emergency Siren 
B. Information on the Internet 
C. Briefing sessions 
D. Interactive community notification system 
E. Message on Army computer networks 
F. Television 
G. Voice announcing system (“Giant Voice”) 
H. Radio including NOAA Emergency Alert System 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a list of possible sources. Which ones are available to you at this location?

Of the sources that are available to you, which ones are:
-- A good source for getting planning information ahead of time?
-- A good source of information during an emergency?
-- Useful both before and during an emergency?

Ask audience members to raise their hands if this is the only duty station or work location they have had so far in the military.  Then ask for those who have been at two, three and more than three locations.
Have them share some of the systems in place at other locations.
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Notification systems differ. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember, the emergency warning systems differ from place to place.
Know what to look for and listen for and what steps to take.

Instructions:

If your installation has specific notification systems, provide information here.
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Rock Island Arsenal Systems 

A. Voice announcing system (“Giant Voice”) 
B. Message on Army computer networks (AtHoc) 
C. Information on the Internet 
D. Briefing sessions 
E. Television 
F. Radio including NOAA Emergency Alert System 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outdoor Speaker System- Provides siren and voice messages to those outside at the time of an emergency.  Announcements will be repeated periodically until the emergency is over.
Warning Siren- a 3 to 5 minute steady signal repeated every 10-15 minutes for the duration of the threat for:  
  Tornadoes
Severe Thunderstorms with 70+mph winds, golf ball sized hail or larger
Other local life-threatening events (ex. hazmat spill)
Attack Signal- a 3 to 5 minute warbling signal on outdoor sirens may be followed by a voice message, repeated as deemed necessary.
 
Indoor Notification System- Provides alarm tones, in some cases voice messages, to those inside buildings.
Fire Alarm – A steady continuous signal or tone on indoor audible devices or strobes.
Public Address – Addressable system used for broadcasting voice instruction over a building notification system from a central location.
Strobe – A strobe light integrated into internal notification system speaker to provide a visual alert of a building hazard.
 
Computer Notification System- Provides on screen message alerts to those on the RIA network and logged into their computers.
 
Telephone Alert System- Provides automated telephone calls to designated personnel, including housing residents, during an emergency.
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Personal Notification - Severe 
Weather 
• http://www.weatherusa.net/alerts/ 

pulls alerts directly from the NWS 
and will provide it at no cost to one 
device (cell phone) and one email. 

• You can select warnings to receive 
based on county or state for local 
weather warnings.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have had many questions on how people can get alerts.  At this time there are many sites that offer this for free.  


http://www.weatherusa.net/alerts/
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General information. 
Garrison IOC is the installation operations center that will put out 
guidance to organizations on emergency actions affecting the 
installation. 
 
During an emergency requiring EOC activation, the Garrison IOC 
becomes the EOC. 
 
Garrison directorates and supporting offices will be structured 
using the Emergency Support Functions as listed in the National 
Response Framework and conducts operations in accordance 
with NIMS 
 
During emergencies and exercises RIA activates Mutual Aid 
Agreements with local responding agencies. 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The IOC will monitor current and projected hazardous weather conditions in order to make recommendations to the Garrison Manager (GM).   Storm spotters will be activated as required by the GM.  Operational decisions (closures and evacuations) affecting the installation will be determined by the Senior Commander (SC) in coordination with the Garrison Manager and other key leaders.  Post closures will include closure of all non essential garrison services (e.g. CYSS, Dining Facilities, Gym and etc.)

Because the Garrison is tightly knit with the community you may see off post ambulances from Trinity, Genesis or MEDIC on the installation.  You may also see Moline, Rock Island, East Moline, Bettendorf or Davenport response vehicles responding on the installation.
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Floods and Winter Storms. 
For the most part floods and winter storms occur slowly and with 

advanced notice. 
 

• For both we ask that personnel obey posted road closures and follow 
guidance as it comes out. 
 

• Flood updates, briefings and information can be found on the 
installation flood information page. 
http://www.ria.army.mil/sites/flood_information/ 

 
• For any emergency causing operational impact organization PAOs 

may post their organizations status on the RIA Inclement Weather 
Operational Impact webpage.  POC Garrison PAO Eric Cramer 
http://www.ria.army.mil/sites/inclement_weather/dsp_main.cfm 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RIA will consider the potential for an impending winter storm to create hazardous road conditions on and off post when determining operational delays, early dismissals or post closures.  This information will be sent through command channels for dissemination and will also be posted to the RIA Inclement Weather Operational Impact Page along with individual organization status.

http://www.ria.army.mil/sites/flood_information/
http://www.ria.army.mil/sites/inclement_weather/dsp_main.cfm
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Get Involved 

 
 

  
• Preparedness is a personal responsibility, a 

Family effort and a Community strength. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So you are on your way to being informed. You have taken steps to learn about the range of hazards that may affect you, what to put in an emergency kit and how to maintain that kit. We’ve also talked about warning and notification systems. 

Being informed also means learning about the things you can do to strengthen your workplace, family and Community in the event of an emergency.

Take a moment to think about all of things preparedness really includes. Preparedness includes all things that help put you in a stronger position should something happen, like staying up to date with your inoculations, keeping first aid training current, even becoming a certified volunteer first responder. Ready Army provides information on all of these things and more. It’s your choice how much you decide to do for yourself, your Family and your Community. All steps are important and every thing you do to strengthen yourself strengthens us all.

Instructions:

Ask attendees if anyone has done a CERT course or if they have any qualifications that would be useful before or after an emergency situation. You could ask if anyone has a personal story to tell of their experience before or after an emergency. This demonstrates how preparedness makes a difference in a real life situation.
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Get more information at: 
 

www.ready.army.mil 

http://readyarmy.army.mil 

OR 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
More information is available on the RIA Ready Army website at ready.army.mil, including links to great resources for children and information provided by our partner campaign, the Department of Homeland Security Ready Campaign (www.ready.gov).

Thank you for participating today. We live together. We work together. If an emergency occurs, we will respond together so let’s prepare together.

Ready Army, Army strong!


Instructions:
If you have other material to distribute, describe it now.
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